
SPONSOR/VENDOR KIT

“As an entrepreneur myself we understand what it 
takes to go from table to brick and mortar to systems 
and sales funnels. I’m excited to see the vibrance of 
Black businesses in this area, because it’s definitely 
needed. All of Buffalo, Albany, Schenectady and Troy... 

Everybody should be here!" 

- DeSean M. Moore, CEO - Moore Than Vision / Collective Effort - 
Partner

”Attending the CNYS Black Business Symposium was 
an enlightening experience. The range of topics 
discussed, the diverse perspectives shared, and the 
passionate speakers all came together to create an 
event that left me feeling inspired and empowered. It's 
a testament to the organizers' commitment to fostering 
important conversations and promoting inclusivity. I'm 
grateful to have been a part of this impactful 

symposium”

- LaQuetta Alexander-Ellis - Founder/Owner/CEO/Educator - 
Practice 2 Perfect TC
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CNYS BLACK EXPO IN NUMBERS
• 2,000 vendors • 38,000 attendees • 7 years in operation

The Capital of New York State Black Expo is a coalition 
of businesses, community partners, volunteers, and 
sponsors dedicated to honoring Annette DeLavallade's 
legacy, grandmother of founder Tatiana Cunningham. 
Annette was a columnist, publisher, management 
trainer, and advocate for the Black community in the 
Capital Region, actively involved in civic organizations 

while being a devoted family member.

OUR MISSION
CNYS Black Expo's mission is to build meaningful 
relationships, promote entrepreneurship, and 
empower Black youth through education and 
community engagement, creating a supportive 

environment for talent and innovation.

    OUR VISION
We aim to foster connections, create 
opportunities, share knowledge, and encourage 
collaboration across New York State. Our 
initiatives include awards, scholarships, 
training, and networking to strengthen 
community ties and promote collective growth 

for a brighter future.

ABOUT US CONTACT US
Phone 518-291-9844 
Email

Web
cnys@gmail.com
cnysblackexpo.com/
cnysblkexpo
cnysblkexpo
@cnysblackexpo
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SPONSOR PACKAGES
Title Sponsor – $20,000
Blue Bird Foundation Scholarships & Awards Luncheon – $10,000
Platinum Sponsor – $5,000
Gold Sponsor – $3,500
Silver Sponsor – $2,500

WHAT DO YOUR SPONSORSHIPS PAY FOR:
Waiving the door fee for 5,000+ attendees ensures accessibility for the entire community.
Blue Bird Foundation Scholarship & Awards 
Stage Letters (Elevate the Experience)
Benefits for Volunteer & Staff
Branded event merchandise with sponsors logos
Secure top-tier DJs and a dynamic host and Major Performing Artist.

TITLE SPONSOR: $20,000
Sponsorship Benefits:
Inclusion in Major Media Campaigns (Radio or TV)
Prominent logo placement and Recognition as “Gold Sponsor” on:
Event Signage: At Entrances to ALL Events, on Stage Monitor and on event signage
Digital Marketing: Website, Emails & Social Media
Printed Marketing Materials: Posters, Flyers & Postcards
Merchandise: T-shirts, Lanyards & Notepads
Full-Page Ad in printed Program Booklet with Premium Placement
Corporate Vendor Booth Space with Premium Placement on Cover
Verbal recognition at Event
Speaking opportunities for your organization
Event Activation:
Looking to do a special promotion?
• Put a car on the Expo Floor.
• Bring a team of promotional models and promote your product or service
• Let us know how we can accommodate your needs.
VIP Access to Main Event
Complimentary Table for 8 at Scholarship Luncheon

TITLE SPONSOR: $20,000

OUR INSPIRATION
Annette De Lavallade was a prominent figure in the Capital Region's Black 
community, known for her impactful work as a columnist, publisher, and advocate.

Born in Chicago and a Northwestern University graduate, she moved to Albany in 
1977 and dedicated her life to community upliftment, notably championing 
minority representation during the 2010 Census. Affectionately called "grandma," 
she founded the Single and Black Organization for Social Alternatives (SABOSA) 
and Onyx Management International, a diversity consulting firm, and published 
Classique Magazine to highlight positive stories within minority communities. Her 
extensive community involvement included church choirs, advocating for events 
like African-American Family Day, and active participation in local politics.

The Capital of New York State Black Expo continues her 
legacy by presenting the Annette De Lavallade Award 
to community pillars who embody her spirit of service 
and commitment.

Inspirational Leader

Annette De Lavallade

In Loving Memory
July 1, 1939-November 9, 2010



LETTER FROM OUR FOUNDER
My name is Tatiana Cunningham, and I am the proud founder of the Capital of 
New York State Black Expo. As a cherished supporter over the past six years, 
your continued engagement has played a crucial role in our mission to elevate 
and promote minority-owned businesses within the Capital District.

Since our inaugural event in 2018, we have had the distinct honor of hosting one 
of the largest minority-focused gatherings in this region. Our primary aspiration 
has always been to create a vibrant platform where small business proprietors 
from across New York State can gain critical exposure and connect with potential 
customers.

Unfortunately, many of these entrepreneurs have faced significant 
challenges due to a lack of funding and limited opportunities for visibility. 
In light of the challenges many businesses and nonprofit agencies are facing 
today, reduced federal funding has limited sponsorship opportunities, which 
has led to limited funding support for the expo compared to what we have 
experienced in past years. Therefore, our goal to provide a space for these 
businesses to shine has become increasingly vital.

Looking ahead, we are excited to announce that the 2025 Capital of New York 
State Black Expo will take place at the prestigious Empire State Plaza in Albany 
on November 15, 2025, from 11 AM to 4 PM. This year’s theme will center around 
fostering meaningful community connections, encouraging networking, and 
promoting growth and development. Attendees can look forward to a dynamic 
program that includes engaging discussion panels, live performances from 
talented local artists, a dedicated area for children, and an Albany job fair aimed 
at assisting those seeking employment opportunities. As we gear up for this 
year’s event, the need for sponsorship has never been more pressing. Your 
generous support will enable us to offer this event free of charge to our 
community, maximizing attendance and ensuring a broader impact.

CNYS BLACK EXPO
Founder /CEO

Tatianna Cunningham HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!

We are thrilled to extend this invitation for your esteemed organization to become 
a valued sponsor of the CNYS Black Expo 6th Anniversary Celebration, taking 
place on November 15th 2025 at the Empire State Plaza Convention Center. As 
we commemorate our seventh year of cultural enrichment and economic 
empowerment, we invite you to join us in championing Black excellence and 

fostering community growth, ensuring a broader impact.

OUR VISION
To celebrate Black culture, community, and entrepreneurship, empowering 

individuals and fostering growth within the Capital Region.

OUR GOAL
To provide a free and accessible experience for 3,500+ attendees, creating a 

vibrant hub for connection, learning, and celebration.

YOUR IMPACT
By partnering with the Black Expo, you directly contribute to:

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT: Supporting local businesses, 
artists, and community organizations.

CULTURAL CELEBRATION: Showcasing the rich heritage 
and diversity of the Black community.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Fostering entrepreneurship
and creating opportunities for growth.

BRAND VISIBILITY: Reaching a diverse and engaged 
audience through prominent event placement and marketing.

SPONSOR US

Let’s create an unforgettable experience together!

Tatiana Cunningham
Inserted Text
  



My name is Tatiana Cunningham, and I am the proud founder of the Capital of 
New York State Black Expo. As a cherished supporter over the past six years, 
your continued engagement has played a crucial role in our mission to elevate 
and promote minority-owned businesses within the Capital District.

Since our inaugural event in 2018, we have had the distinct honor of hosting one 
of the largest minority-focused gatherings in this region. Our primary aspiration 
has always been to create a vibrant platform where small business proprietors 
from across New York State can gain critical exposure and connect with potential 
customers.

Unfortunately, many of these entrepreneurs have faced significant challenges 
due to a lack of funding and limitedopportunities for visibility. In light of the 
challenges many businesses and nonprofit agencies are facing today, reduced 
federal funding has limited sponsorship opportunities, which has led to limited 
funding support for the expo compared to what we have experienced in past 
years. Therefore, our goal to provide a space for these businesses to shine has 
become increasingly vital.

Looking ahead, we are excited to announce that the 2025 Capital of New York 
State Black Expo will take place at the prestigious Empire State Plaza in Albany 
on November 15, 2025, from 11 AM to 4 PM. This year’s theme will center around 
fostering meaningful community connections, encouraging networking, and 
promoting growth and development. Attendees can look forward to a dynamic 
program that includes engaging discussion panels, live performances from 
talented local artists, a dedicated area for children, and an Albany job fair aimed 
at assisting those seeking employment opportunities. As we gear up for this 
year’s event, the need for sponsorship has never been more pressing. Your 
generous support will enable us to offer this event free of charge to our 
community, maximizing attendance and ensuring a broader impact.

LETTER FROM OUR FOUNDER

CNYS BLACK EXPO
Founder /CEO

Tatianna Cunningham HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!

We are thrilled to extend this invitation for your esteemed organization to become 
a valued sponsor of the CNYS Black Expo 6th Anniversary Celebration, taking 
place on November 15th 2025 at the Empire State Plaza Convention Center. As 
we commemorate our seventh year of cultural enrichment and economic 
empowerment, we invite you to join us in championing Black excellence and 

fostering community growth, ensuring a broader impact.

OUR VISION
To celebrate Black culture, community, and entrepreneurship, empowering 

individuals and fostering growth within the Capital Region.

OUR GOAL
To provide a free and accessible experience for 3,500+ attendees, creating a 

vibrant hub for connection, learning, and celebration.

YOUR IMPACT
By partnering with the Black Expo, you directly contribute to:

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT: Supporting local businesses, 
artists, and community organizations.

CULTURAL CELEBRATION: Showcasing the rich heritage 
and diversity of the Black community.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Fostering entrepreneurship
and creating opportunities for growth.

BRAND VISIBILITY: Reaching a diverse and engaged 
audience through prominent event placement and marketing.

SPONSOR US

Let’s create an unforgettable experience together!



SPONSOR PACKAGES
Title Sponsor – $20,000
Blue Bird Foundation Scholarships & Awards Luncheon – $10,000
Platinum Sponsor – $5,000
Gold Sponsor – $3,500
Silver Sponsor – $2,500

WHAT DO YOUR SPONSORSHIPS PAY FOR:
Waiving the door fee for 5,000+ attendees ensures accessibility for the entire community.
Blue Bird Foundation Scholarship & Awards 
Stage Letters (Elevate the Experience)
Benefits for Volunteer & Staff
Branded event merchandise with sponsors logos
Secure top-tier DJs and a dynamic host and Major Performing Artist.

TITLE SPONSOR: $20,000
Sponsorship Benefits:
Inclusion in Major Media Campaigns (Radio or TV)
Prominent logo placement and Recognition as “Gold Sponsor” on:
Event Signage: At Entrances to ALL Events, on Stage Monitor and on event signage
Digital Marketing: Website, Emails & Social Media
Printed Marketing Materials: Posters, Flyers & Postcards
Merchandise: T-shirts, Lanyards & Notepads
Full-Page Ad in printed Program Booklet with Premium Placement
Corporate Vendor Booth Space with Premium Placement on Cover
Verbal recognition at Event
Speaking opportunities for your organization
Event Activation:
Looking to do a special promotion?
• Put a car on the Expo Floor.
• Bring a team of promotional models and promote your product or service
• Let us know how we can accommodate your needs.
VIP Access to Main Event
Complimentary Table for 8 at Scholarship Luncheon

TITLE SPONSOR: $20,000

OUR INSPIRATION
Annette De Lavallade was a prominent figure in the Capital Region's Black 
community, known for her impactful work as a columnist, publisher, and advocate.

Born in Chicago and a Northwestern University graduate, she moved to Albany in 
1977 and dedicated her life to community upliftment, notably championing 
minority representation during the 2010 Census. Affectionately called "grandma," 
she founded the Single and Black Organization for Social Alternatives (SABOSA) 
and Onyx Management International, a diversity consulting firm, and published 
Classique Magazine to highlight positive stories within minority communities. Her 
extensive community involvement included church choirs, advocating for events 
like African-American Family Day, and active participation in local politics.

The Capital of New York State Black Expo continues her 
legacy by presenting the Annette De Lavallade Award 
to community pillars who embody her spirit of service 
and commitment.

Inspirational Leader

Annette De Lavallade

In Loving Memory
July 1, 1939-November 9, 2010



BLUE BIRD FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP & AWARDS
Visually enhance the main stage with prominent event lettering.
Prominent logo placement at Luncheon and Main Event with Recognition as “Luncheon 
Sponsor” on:
Event Signage: At Luncheon entrance, on Stage Monitor and on event signage
Digital Marketing: Website, Emails & Social Media
Printed Marketing Materials: Posters, Flyers & Postcards
Merchandise: T-shirts & Notepads
Full-Page Ad in printed Program Booklet with Premium Placement on Cover
Corporate Vendor Booth Space with Premium Placement
Verbal recognition at Event
Opportunities for your organization to Speak and/or Present Award
Speaking opportunities for your organization
Event Activation:
Looking to do a special promotion?
• Put a car on the Expo Floor.
• Bring a team of promotional models and promote your product or service
• Let us know how we can accommodate your needs.
VIP Access to Main Event
Complimentary Table for 8 at Scholarship Luncheon

PLATINUM SPONSOR: $5,000
Create branded merchandise to generate excitement and promote the Expo.
Prominent logo placement as “Gold Sponsor” on:
Event Signage: on event signage
Digital Marketing: Website, Emails & Social Media
Printed Marketing Materials: Posters, Flyers & Postcards
Merchandise: T-shirts & Notepads
Full-Page Ad in printed Program Booklet with Premium Placement
Corporate Vendor Booth Space with Premium Placement
Verbal recognition at Event
Speaking opportunities for your organization
Event Activation:
Looking to do a special promotion?
• Put a car on the Expo Floor.
• Bring a team of promotional models and promote your product or service
• Let us know how we can accommodate your needs.
VIP Access to Main Event
Complimentary Table for 8 at Scholarship Luncheon

PLATINUM SPONSOR: $5,000

BLUE BIRD FOUNDATION & AWARDS LUNCHEON: $10,000OUR ESTEEMED STAFF

Since 2018, Mahogany Connections, LLC has been the driving force
behind the CNYS Black Expo, the largest event highlighting black
entrepreneurship and business in Upstate,NY & surrounding regions.

Tatianna Cunningham
Founder /CEO

Erin H. Maybin
CO Chair

Tyhisha aka Ghaffar-Adjei
Volunteer since 2018

Allison Miles
Volunteer since 2021

Nubian Lawrence
Volunteer since 2018

Jamar Board
Volunteer since 2023

Sal Brandon
Volunteer since 2023



GOLD SPONSOR: $3,500
Prominent logo placement and Recognition as “Silver Sponsor” on:
Event Signage: on event signage
Digital Marketing: Website, Emails & Social Media
Printed Marketing Materials: Posters, Flyers & Postcards
Merchandise: T-shirts & Notepads
Full-Page Ad in printed Program Booklet
Corporate Vendor Booth Space with Premium Placement
Verbal recognition at Event
Speaking opportunities for your organization
Event Activation:
Looking to do a special promotion?
• Put a car on the Expo Floor.
• Bring a team of promotional models and promote your product or service
• Let us know how we can accommodate your needs.
VIP Access to Main Event
4 Complimentary Tickets to Scholarship Luncheon

SILVER SPONSOR: $1,500
Prominent logo placement and Recognition as “General Sponsor” on:
Event Signage: on event signage
Digital Marketing: Website, Emails & Social Media
Printed Marketing Materials: Posters, Flyers & Postcards
Half-Page Ad in printed Program Booklet
Standard Vendor Booth Space with Premium Placement
Verbal recognition at Event
Speaking opportunities for your organization
VIP Access to Main Event

GOLD SPONSOR: $3,500

SILVER SPONSOR: $2,500

SECURE YOUR BOOTH TODAY!

ATTENTION VENDORS: This is a fantastic opportunity to present your business and 
showcase your products to a large audience. Don't let this chance slip away to participate in 
one of the premier events in the Capital District, drawing vendors from across the nation!

VENDOR PACKAGES

For additional details, check out our website at http://www.CNYSBLACKEXPO.COM

For your convenience, we offer three awesome vendor packages:

Includes:
8’x8’ Booth Space
6’ Table & 2 Chairs
(Small Business ONLY)

Includes:
8’x8’ Booth Space
6’ Table & 2 Chairs 
(Small Business ONLY)

Includes:
8’x8’ Booth Space
6’ Table & 2 Chairs

Event space (premium level) 

Event space (mid & lower levels) 

LOWER LEVEL (floor) $160

LEVEL 2

MID-LEVEL $275

$650

Includes:
16’x8’ Booth Space
2x 6’ Table & 4 Chairs

LEVEL 2 (deluxe) $1250
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“As an entrepreneur myself we understand what it 
takes to go from table to brick and mortar to systems 
and sales funnels. I’m excited to see the vibrance of 
Black businesses in this area, because it’s definitely 
needed. All of Buffalo, Albany, Schenectady and Troy... 

Everybody should be here!" 

- DeSean M. Moore, CEO - Moore Than Vision / Collective Effort - 
Partner

”Attending the CNYS Black Business Symposium was 
an enlightening experience. The range of topics 
discussed, the diverse perspectives shared, and the 
passionate speakers all came together to create an 
event that left me feeling inspired and empowered. It's 
a testament to the organizers' commitment to fostering 
important conversations and promoting inclusivity. I'm 
grateful to have been a part of this impactful 

symposium”

-    LaQuetta Alexander-Ellis - Founder/Owner/CEO/Educator - 
Practice 2 Perfect TC
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